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January 11 – Called to be Together 
Basic Ideas:

Not good 2 be alone, Jesus sent out the apostles 2x2, Jesus is present when 2or3 are gathered together, the early believers met publicly and House-2-House. Bottom line, we were made 2 be in community! (Playing off the number “2” and the word “to” to emphasize we are made to be more than solitary entities – we are people … people who need other people.)

Key concept – continental divide: a watershed moment for us – we are intrigued or threatened, interested or turned off, but either way, there is a longing, a yearning in us for relationship, for real community. We were made to have relationship with God and with other people. That is why Jesus said the two greatest commands were “Love the Lord your God … and love your neighbor as yourself.”
Bottom line, God did not make us to be alone, but to be in relationships. There is a richness to the relationships in Acts that most of us long to experience. This kind of community happens at several important levels, but the house-2-house level is crucial for these kind of relationships. These relationships give us the opportunity to move from public invitation to personal participation in the life of Jesus. 

Temple/Publicly – biblical major category
Public – belonging, losing our voice in a larger song, celebration, an outside influence draws us together and allows us to share in a common experience. “Public belonger” is a good concept. Worship Assembly. [Jesus and the crowds – the critics, inquirers, and seekers]

Social – neighborly relationships that allow for community conversation, chance to explore growing closer to folks, and allow us to develop a group identity and shared experiences. Beyond casual acquaintance but not close friends at this level. Help in crisis or need, but still respectful that you don’t have to share personal information. Bible Class  [Jesus and followers]

House-to-House – biblical major category
Personal – friendship where we share private (but not “naked”) feelings, experiences, and thoughts. Close friends share this space with us.  [Jesus and apostles & women]

Intimate – very close, transparent, shared lives and secrets.  [Jesus & the inner 3]

Notice how Jesus moves from Public to Intimate with the woman at the well in questions that step through each space. Then let’s her re-enter social space with a story that brings her into folks social space that allows them to come to Jesus.

We are going to be working to provide spaces for folks to live out community in each of the four areas and trying to equip them to live effectively at each level. But emphasize, we can’t be at the intimate or personal level with everyone and Jesus demonstrated that this wasn’t the goal by the way He lived His life. 

Possible Songs:

A few songs related to fellowship or loving each other or belonging would be great, including the melody & counter melodies for “Love One Another” and the old song, “Blessed be the Tie that Binds” which is also a great song for some of the later verses as well as the first one.

Church stuff going on:

· Video of testimonies from single moms, university students, and others about the importance in their lives of community experienced through groups

· Phil emphasizes the idea of groups and the definition of what they are at Southern Hills and why we need them.

Daybreak & Refresh Focus:
How we are made to need to be in community. God did not make us solitary individuals, but with a need to connect to Him and to each other. Community can happen at all sorts of levels, but we need to make sure we provide space and opportunities for community to happen – provide an opportunity to connect, to commit to participate, and to be significantly participating at three core levels:


Inviting – Worship Gatherings and Bible Classes – Celebration

Including – Groups and Personal Hospitality – Cell

Involving – Ministry efforts, Service, and Mission Outreach – Collaboration
Emphasize not only the importance of it, but also how this relates to our vision: moving folks form Invited to Included to Involved in the life of Jesus.

Maybe some focus on Jesus’ levels of relationship, or at least build on the assumptions of the following reality – Jesus didn’t try to make every relationship the same, but tried to have redemptive relationships at every level or space of relationship. In each area, based on the nature of the space, we (1) connect; (2) are committed and participate; and (3) we find the connection significant! In the book of Acts, these levels of relationship are defined in terms of community belonging publicly (Temple in Jerusalem) and house-to-house (both inside and outside of Jerusalem).

Sundown Focus:
How the male/female relationship in marriage is reflective of the nature of God in three persons. (Genesis 1:26-27; Ephesians 5:21ff.) The principle of complementary rather than superior/inferior is crucial here. (Phil or Danny could do this lesson.)

