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January 18 – Radical Community (Matthew 18 – confession, forgiveness, accountability)

Illustration Ideas:

[Genuine Purse when we were first married!]

Basic Ideas:

The core focus of this message will be Matthew 18 and the call to genuine community where Jesus is experienced and the active and present Lord. Accountability for our influence, forgiveness (received and offered) and confession are crucial for this kind of “radical” community that operates by different rules than clubs or religious groups generally “allow.” 

Make clear Jesus calls us to be real community and He will be with us! But this is a community marked by integrity and honesty and genuine forgiveness. A community that takes sin seriously and seeks to redeem and reclaim those who are trapped by sin.

Everyone is welcome to come be a part of this community, but we are called to follow and take up His lifestyle as described in Matthew 18 and 5:23-24 and emphasized in 22:1-14; James 5:13-20. There must be a quality of community life that reflects Jesus or it is simply just religious motion. Other key related passages are Romans 16:17 and 14:13. 

Proverbs 6:16-19; 16:28; Romans 1:29; 2 Corinthians 12:20; and 1 Corinthians 3:16-19 all are strong warnings about circumventing honesty and radical community by gossip and slander of others in the group.

Not practicing the kind of community described in Matthew 18 – a community of radical forgiveness and confession and accountability  – robs our assemblies of the presence of Jesus!

What is one clear way to make our worship times more meaningful and rich – an experience of the presence of Jesus through confessional and “carefrontational” integrity in relationships!

Video suggested for use: 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/index.cfm?hndl=details&tab=MM&id=12127
It is easier to share your story on this video, to confess your regrets, in the anonymity of a big and faceless group where you have never been than in most churches where you are known. Why? Because they know you and they can hurt you with your failures and faults. They can reject you or shame you or gossip about you. Rather than being redemptive, in the name of righteousness, this kind of group destroys people and makes the word “church” a hiss and by word, something that speaks of hypocritical religious primadonnas! Jesus calls us to radical community – and he spells it out in Matthew 18 in terms that are “in your face” and hard. But only in the risk of this kind of community, where we are totally dependent upon His acceptance and pleasure, will we ever experience the true presence of Jesus and really know God for who He is!

Possible Songs:
Angry Words (Love One Another older version); Love One Another (new version, round)

Sam will designate a couple of guys on the PT to say at selected points during the service, “Where two or three of us are gathered together in the name of Jesus, He promises to be there with us!”

Church stuff going on:

· Phil will connect Groups to the second “I” of our vision statement – Including. To help us experience “radical” community as Jesus intended, we must create opportunities for authentic belonging. Groups is a crucial move in that direction – a space for confession, forgiveness, and accountability for our influence

· Video of ACU footballers to deeper spiritual focus and call to manhood – importance of group to help that happen.

Daybreak & Refresh Focus:
Called to integrity to live in community. The preciousness of the Body and each believer – one “for whom Christ died” – and the clear teaching of Jesus on confession, sin, accountability, gossip. But also recognizing that there are spaces where we are more likely to do that than in the wide open Public space of assembly – Bible class relationships – group relationships or times in prayer with shepherds – personal openness in a small setting. This means that we need to honor the Lord’s call to not spread gossip that pumps gangrene into the body and expands the sin’s influence, but instead hold it privately and seek out the person personally to bring redemption. Notice that Matthew 18 and Matthew 5 neither one say anything about having to go to elders to address sin in someone’s life. Instead, Jesus instructed us if we were offended and us if we were the offender! To do less is to lessen ourselves as a place where Jesus is present.

Study Notes:

This is a call to radical community! We are not to view each other as random people, but Jesus’ little ones!

Crucial to this passage on life in community is this verse: we have to change and become like children. This is the first clue that the demands of Jesus in the chapter are going to transformational if we are going to be a community in which he lives -- cf. vs. 20. The real rub here is the call to humble ourselves like a child (in a culture where children are not to be seen or heard or included). Philippians 2:5-10 and John 13 come to mind as powerful examples of Jesus in this regard. What Jesus is about to say will be hard ... a call to be like him ... and the focus of this kind of humble lifestyle will be rooted in loving “these little ones” which is the way Jesus refers to his followers in this chapter.

There are several basic truths to this kind of humble lifestyle in Jesus’ family or community:

· Change and humble ourselves like children to enter the Kingdom (vs. 3-4)

· Welcome other “little ones” and we are welcoming Christ among us (vs. 5, 10) -- that means we don’t look down on or discount the value of any “little one” -- what is at stake is “perishing” (vs. 14), aka being “thrown into the fire of hell” (vs. 9) but ...

1. Guard our influence not to cause another believer to stumble by our own sinfulness (vs. 6-9; cf. 1 Th 4:6)  

2. Go find and rescue them when they are in spiritual trouble (vs. 10-14; cf. James 5:19-20; Jude 20-23)

3. Hold those who sin accountable (vs. 15-20)

4. Forgive generously as you have been forgiven (vs. 21-35)

Sundown Focus:
James 5 and what the shepherds try to do at Southern Hills to minister to the Body through community and prayer. (Get Richard to go over what we do when we anoint someone. Have Danny teach on the principles before Richard shares this.)

