Last updated 1.23.09 p.m.

January 25 – You’re Welcome Here

Possible Songs:

We are the Body of Christ 

Come Share the Lord

Love One Another

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Scripture Ideas:
Welcome as We've Been Welcomed – Romans 15:7 and the example of Jesus and the way he welcomed people from all backgrounds – go over a list of those by name or identity (actually, this will be done “machine gun” style next week focusing on those Jesus served). I will focus on the barriers that the early church had to overcome to be one church! Think of moving from a band of Galilean fisherman, peasants, zealots, and tax collectors to a worldwide movement. Acts 2:39 a key to this? Or maybe the start is Acts 4:13 and the description of the description of all the different people the apostles saw Jesus welcome. But Romans 15:7 will be my primary verse to work from during our Time in the Word. I will tie this to several other key concepts, but 

Scripture Reading:
John 13:34-35

Garden of Prayer:
Galatians 3:26-29 – crucial and key verse, but I will use in sermon and tie to GOP at Daybreak.

Closing Blessing: (done by worship leader)
Romans 15:5-6: "one heart and one mind" (beyond foyer talk, donuts, coffee, and pew neighborhood)

Communion Verse:
Philippians 2:5-11 Having the “mind of Christ” and being of “one mind” in Philippians

Acts 10-11, 15 – work of the Holy Spirit to overcome barriers and include folks (Acts 1:8)

Tearing down the barriers & challenges to genuine community (James & Acts):

· Race

· Tradition

· Social Level

· Education

· Gender

· Financial Worth

Church Stuff going on:

· All church meeting (r.e. Groups) this evening, the 25th.

· Danny Minton will do a voice over Faith Denton & Reform school football video using Rick Reilly’s online article

· Phil establish that Groups are an essential part of offering a door for outsiders – actually, emphasizing the importance of Groups in our “front porch” mission. Encourage everyone to participate in Groups Test Drive and not let the barriers and challenges to genuine community get in the way. Use football video and Rick Reilly story to emphasize how important it is to welcome others as part of our group roll out and emphasis on welcoming.

· Phil will call for folks interested in a bow hunters and archery group

· “Meet Beth” Video

Daybreak & Refresh Focus:
Breaking barriers to build relationship. 

Sundown Focus: (Sundown is canceled for this week for the Elders’ Congregational Meeting)
Having “the same mind” from Philippians (Phil will do this lesson?) We sometimes mean that we have to agree on the same key points of doctrine. There are cases where this is probably true. But here, Paul is pointing to a bigger issue. We have to have the mind of Jesus who submitted Himself to God and was obedient to God as He served us (Philippians 2:5-11). We are to have this attitude and lifestyle.

Daybreak Outline: You are Welcome Here! – Romans 15:5-11
A breakfast of hot peppers, chicken, fried egg & rice, & two bottles of orange crush!

Eleven other countries beside Thailand & the USA
I felt at home there! Felt the love. Felt INCLUDED.
1. Be of the same mind – vs. 5, 8
2. Sing with one voice – vs. 6, 9-11
3. Welcome as you’ve been welcomed – vs. 7
Better shown than told! [Grapevine Faith story on Video]
Convicted me & broke my heart over some of my attitudes and actions at my kids games
For us, a reminder of our purpose in being here today: welcome each other & serve each other so we can praise with one heart the greatness of God!
What we are trying to do in our Groups: Why test drive! Why the meeting tonight!
Galatians 3:26-29 – a place where I welcome Jesus by welcoming others close to my side!

Refresh Outline: You are Welcome Here! – Romans 15:5-11
A numerous host redeemed by blood … Holy, Holy, Holy

Hot peppers & Chicken over fried rice & eggs with 2 bottles of Orange Crush

Felt at home: Felt the Love: Felt INCLUDED
Romans 15:5-11 in the message:


Key Phrase Biblically: All our voices, hearts & lives joined into One: Christ vs. 5, 8

Key Phrase Biblically: Our purpose is to bring God praise vs. 6, 9-11

Key Phrase Biblically: Only happen when us “insiders” bring “outsiders” close vs. 7
What we are trying to do in our Groups: Why test drive! Why the meeting tonight!

Beyond foyer and pew: school, work, and restaurants – valued and welcomed because …

Better shown than told! [Grapevine Faith story on Video]
“Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you!”
