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Love your neighbor as yourself ... hmm ... sounds good, but what does it mean?

What are minimum requirements that count? 

What make me better compared to others?

Aw, that breaks my heart ... shed tears ...

[Over time, you look like the one you love!] 
[Mearl Jacobs & her grandchildren]

God is looking for people who look like ... Jesus! 

Who did Jesus treat as a His neighbor ... and what did it mean for Jesus to “neighbor” others?

Mish-mash of disciples in chap 1
Party goers and religious controllers in chap 2 Connected & powerful Nicodemus chap 3
Samaritan woman in chap 4
Paralyzed and irresponsible dude in chap 5
Crowd who wanted picnic, boy who fed them in chap 6 Unbelieving brothers in chap 7
Woman caught in adultery in chap 8
Blind guy in chap 9
Lazarus a dead guy and good friend in chap 11
Mary, woman friend who anoints Jesus feet in chap 12 Close but unfaithful friends, feet he washes chap 13
Same answer if you look in the other gospels:

Matthew 8-9 – Leper, Roman Centurion, Peter's MIL, the demon possessed, paralyzed guy brought by friends, Matthew and Tax Collectors, Pharisees with questions & criticism, a woman unclean, sick woman, dead little girl, the blind, mute, 

Mark 3 – people in a synagogue, withered hand, crowd with sick – diseased & demon possessed, 12 apostles – fishermen & tax collectors & zealots, religious scholars, Jesus' mother and brothers

Luke 7 & 19 – Centurion, grieving widow mother, a well-connected & rich Pharisee, a sinful woman of the city ... later we meet Zachaeus

Who was Jesus' neighbor? Better yet, who was not …? 

What Jesus demonstrates is a willingness to reach and serve any nearby who needed help ... critics, needy …
... and he calls us to do the same. 
Issue is not, “Who is my neighbor that God expects me to serve or who should I serve?” but ... 
“Who is nearby me that needs neighboring?” 

Hmm ... a new verb – [Spell Checker]
neighboring verb. serving people who need a good neighbor regardless of who they are!

Wouldn't it have been cool to have seen Jesus as he “loved his neighbor as himself” when here on earth?
His expression have been when he helped folks? 
His voice … what tone? 

Guess what?! We're going to get the opportunity to see Jesus ...

hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, or in prison ... when you did it unto the least of these, you did it unto me. (Matthew 25:37-40)
[Jesus Party]
[WATS]   [Big Brother Big Sister or Meals on Wheels]  [International Families]

[Faithfully caring for a family member with needs]
[Waitress not with expectations of how I should be served but what that person needs from Jesus … & me]
Church – not with the expectation of what’s in it for me, but who needs my affection, love, and attention!
One of the reasons so many of us come up dry in our walk with the Lord and with church is because it is all about us – what counts, how I get credit, and how my needs are filled. Backwards. Losing sight of our goal … loving God and we end up with religion & not Jesus!

 “In as much as you have done it unto the least of these ... ”
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