Neighboring  –  Luke 10:25-29; Matthew 25:31-46

Last updated 1.29.09

February 1 – Seeing the Face of Jesus (Matthew 25) 
Basic Ideas:
Who should I serve? Or am I really asking, “Whom must I serve? What is the minimum service requirement for me?”

Jesus is, of course, our living reminder of those whom we should serve! But the Lord goes beyond just His example. He tells a story using stark language to remind us that serving others is not about who is our neighbor, the person I must love, but about “neighboring” to those who need God’s grace. 

List of all the people who received miracles of Jesus just to notice the diversity in kinds of people Jesus helped. Phil will “machine gun” them – i.e., go over them quickly. He will possibly use the Gospel of Matthew for this, but probably Luke. The Good Samaritan becomes the key connecting point of the message.

Would we have Donnie do the Good Samaritan story in Kid’s Time? Been too recent?

Scripture Ideas:

Galatians 6:10! This will be our refrain or repeated passage through the service 2x-3x

Matthew 25:31-46 – “done for the least of these … done it unto me”  This is the basis of the CTT this week, but will not be read publicly.
Luke 10:25-37 the Good Samaritan in children’s story time at Daybreak or not?

Good Samaritan teaches us a new verb – “neighboring”
The question is not, “Who is my neighbor?” but …  “Who around me needs ‘neighboring’?”

Church Stuff Going On:

· Rob Marcelain drama piece Mr. Rogers neighborhood at just Refresh and show the “Christ in You” video by Stephen Corbett

· This would be a good Sunday to do our first “heads up” about WATS and WATS fair – with video testimony and announcements? 

· Also Jesus Party usually drops into this time frame as well.

· Groups form & Group Leaders Volunteer
Daybreak & Refresh Focus:
Introduce the idea of Matthew 25, but make the point of Luke 10! The key focus will be on neighboring those around us as God’s community front porch and followers of Jesus?

Sundown Focus:
Focus on Matthew 25 and the parable of the sheep and goats. Emphasize the points of the text in expository fashion and then ask folks to share on cards folks they know that need to be served as if they were Christ because of the needs in their lives – using the key themes of Matthew 25 “sick” “naked” “stranger” “hungry” “thirsty” and “in prison.” Which of these folks would they and a group of their friends be willing to check in on weekly? (Richard Melton do this lesson?)

Love your neighbor as yourself ... hmm ... sounds good, but what does it mean?


Who is my neighbor? Hmm ... how do I answer that one? 

What are the minimum requirements that would count? 

What would make me better compared to others and get me noticed?

Aw, that just breaks my heart ... shed a few tears ...

[Over time, you begin to look like what or who you love!] This is what Jesus says is crucial to remember in the constant battle of religion – minimums & maximums or emotions – versus heart. The first two are about lists or intentions; the last is about heart stuff only God sees that bears fruit in consistent & gracious living – a life that looks like what it loves: God! God is looking less for a check list or emotional gooeyness, and more for His character & compassion reflected in everyday actions of everyday people. He's looking for people who look like ... Jesus! So ...

Who did Jesus treat as a His neighbor ... and what did it mean for Jesus to “neighbor” others?

Gospel of John – disciples in chap 1, party goers and religious controllers in chap 2, connected and powerful religious leader chap 3, Samaritan woman in chap 4, paralyzed and irresponsible dude in chap 5, crowd who wanted a picnic and a boy who fed them and faithful followers who would not turn away in chap 6, unbelieving brothers in chap 7, woman caught in adultery in chap 8, blind guy in chap 9, Lazarus a dead guy and good friend in chap 11, Mary a woman friend who anoints Jesus feet in chap 12, close but unfaithful friends whose feet he washes in chap 13 ...

Same answer if you look in the other gospels:

Matthew 8-9 – Leper, Roman Centurion, Peter's MIL, the demon possessed, paralyzed guy brought by friends, Matthew and Tax Collectors, Pharisees with questions & criticism, a woman unclean, sick woman, dead little girl, the blind, mute, 

Mark 3 – people in a synagogue, withered hand, crowd with sick – diseased & demon possessed, 12 apostles – fishermen & tax collectors & zealots, religious scholars, Jesus' mother and brothers

Luke 7 & 19 – Centurion, grieving widow mother, a well-connected & rich Pharisee, a sinful woman of the city ... later we meet Zachaeus

Who was Jesus' neighbor? Better yet, who was not his neighbor? 

What Jesus demonstrates is a willingness to reach and serve any nearby who needed help ... 

... and he calls us to do the same. He even put himself around his critics!

Issue is not, “Who is my neighbor that God expects me to serve or who should I serve?” but ... 


“Who is nearby me that needs neighboring?” 
Hmm ... a new verb – 


neighbor v. serving people who need a good neighbor regardless of who they are!

Wouldn't it have been cool to have seen Jesus as he was “loving his neighbor as himself” when he was here on earth? What would have his expression have been when he helped folks? What would his voice have sounded like? What tone would he have used? Who would he have served?

And guess what ... when we do, we're going to get the opportunity to see Jesus ...

hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, or in prison ... when you did it unto the least of these, you did it unto me. (Matthew 25:37-40)

[Jesus Party]
[WATS]   [Big Brother Big Sister or Meals on Wheels]  [International Families]

[Faithfully caring for a family member with limitations & needsp

[Waitress with JT in Brownwood or older person in retirement years at Supermarket]

So look carefully ... as you serve like the Savior, you will find him ... and experience his grace ... and know his heart ... know He is real. “In as much as you have done it unto the least of these ...”

Paul says it this way: Galatians 6:10
