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February 8 – The Great Compassion (God’s Compassion for us – leads to action)

Key Concept:

Redemption ethics are based on a recognition of that God has poured His grace, mercy, love, and blessings out on us and if we truly love Him, then we are going to live out that same grace, God's character and compassion, in our own lives. We do what has been first done for us. We are not called to act first, or sacrifice first, because God has already done this for us in Jesus. He is simply asking us to keep the conduit of grace going, passing on His love, forgiveness, mercy, and faithfulness to others. 

Church Stuff:

1. Phil brief nod to groups

2. “Jump in” video (Vann & Groups)

Scripture Focus:

This is clearly in the context of serving and acting with each other in ways that are redemptive. It is a bridge between experiencing Jesus in Radical Community (Matthew 18) and in Loving Service  (Matthew 25).
1 John 3:16-17; Romans 5:6-11; Matthew 18:21-35; Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:32; John 13: esp. vs. 12-17; Luke 6:36

John 13:34-35 is our litany or chorus verse.
Exodus 34:6-7 59 verses with search string below --  (about God of Compassion)
(God <or> Lord) <and> (Compassio* <or> Gracious)
Video or Media:

Be the Church, which could be shown after the Time in the Word at Refresh and then at Daybreak at the beginning or possibly later in the service after the children are dismissed:
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/index.cfm?hndl=details&tab=MM&id=12189
At both services, Phil will use a clip from Saving Private Ryan to introduce the message. Then the call of God will be rooted in Romans 5:6-11. The clip’s dramatic sequence has the Tom Hanks character saying, “earn this” shortly before He dies. Two powerful responses to this clip: (1) Marine Corp General emphasized to me that no good marine would ever say this. (2) This command to “earn this” in stark contrast to Jesus’ cry from the Cross, “Father, forgive them …” We are not told – in fact, we are never told – to “earn this.” Jesus paid it. God did it this way: Romans 5:6-11. We didn’t deserve it – notice our “job description” – but God did it for us out of His great love for us. Now He asks us to let our behavior flow out of that gift so graciously given to us. 1 John 3:16-17 & 1 John 4:7-11 and then the whole forgiveness set of passages above. I call this “redemption ethics” – God has graciously redeemed us at great cost to Him, now he asks us to live out His grace and mercy with others. More than asking the WWJD question, we need to ask, “What has the Lord done for me that I need to do in the life of this person?”

Our ethical core must not determined by … our politics, our common sense, our culture and its values, our raising, or our own internal compass. Our ethics must be determined by the way God has dealt with us. 

Key Thought:
Redemption ethics of the Pentateuch – esp. Deuteronomy: you were slaves in Egypt … so you will act this way and treat people this way because you are God’s people called to live a different ethic – are the basis of all of our life as God’s children. While God could demand us to be a certain way simply because He is God, He has chosen to first demonstrate His love for us and His holiness and righteousness, and then call us to respond by loving others and living holy lives. The theme of Scripture is that we are called to display the compassion and character of our loving and holy God. This theme of redemption ethics begins in the Old Testament, but is also the basis of our lives as followers of Jesus (read again the passages under Scripture focus and see this emphasis!

Songs to Consider:

“What the Lord Has Done in Me” and the hymn introduced on 1.11.09 called “I Give You My Heart.” In addition, I'd love to see if we could sing “The Things God Loves” by Wayne Watson. “I’ll be friend to you, move as the spirit move, dance unrestrained with joy or welcome crying eyes. Bless as I have been blessed. Hunger for holiness. Hate all that you despise and love the things you love.”  See the CTT page for a download of the MP3: http://www.philware.org/ctt
Daybreak & Refresh Focus:

Introduce the concept of “redemption ethics” (see below) from Scripture and how emphatic both the O.T. and N.T. are that we will be that kind of people. Connect with last week’s theme as a reminder of this call.

Sundown Focus:

The hard call to forgive and seek forgiveness as part of our redemptive role in the world and especially in our personal relationships (Matthew 5 & 18). Remember Isaiah 53, the definition of the suffering servant that Jesus embodied and how when we share in the Lord’s Supper and remember His role, we are committing to live that role in the world. (Danny do this lesson?)

