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I know you will remember that face, but did you catch that verse? 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Hang on to it, because we need it!  LIFE IS HARD!!

Many seasons Ecc 3 – Some natural [Sweetheart BQT]

Some unplanned – interrupted – satan planned 

[One of my worst church moments, ever.]

They had been through it: they could offer genuine comfort because they had “been there”!

This is true in our own experience as a church family

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Those who have “been there” validate …

… the anguish of our hurt
    no platitudes, no pity looks, no simplistic …
… the uniqueness of our pain
    their wound is like ours, but recognize our loss, disappointment, failure, wound as unique
… the strength within our spirit
    they made it – I can … they’ll help me!
Scripture is an honest account of grace & survival, hope from despair, & God who is faithful. 


Isaiah 40:30-31

[Job staggered, David Failed, Peter Sunk, Paul Lonely]

When all things are dry, flat, and dead inside.

Sometimes, heroes are those who keep walking … 

… and those who help them to keep walking!

God doesn’t want us to walk alone: Ecc 4:9-12
When we walk through the valley of the shadow …

… we need someone to walk with us who has kept walking so we know we can!  [Farr Shepherding]
A group where we are included in friendship
A group where we receive care in trials

Acts 2:41 & 47 Cool thing, God adds you to the family!
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