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February 15 – Comforting with the Comfort We've Received (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)
Groups Test Drive Begins

Key Scriptures:

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 is the turnkey passage around which this CTT is focused.

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 There are seasons in life and we often need help and support when we go through those seasons regardless if they are high or love, good or bad, easy or hard. Joys are higher and sorrows not so lonely when we have others to help us, share their testimony, and help share down the road.

Romans 12:15 – weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice is built on this principle. Notice how our teaching of biblical truth helps be equipped to comfort and encourage and build up each other (1 Thessalonians 4:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:11).
If we have a scripture reading it should be Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. 

If we have a refrain or chorus Scripture, it should be 2 Corinthians 1:3
Key SoHills Emphasis:

1. Vann will focus closing thoughts on Groups – launch of groups

2. Phil will work into his message on comfort the need to identify and report on groups using the “foyer servants” as an example: remember the criteria – including others & assuring care
Key Ideas:

Sense of trial making us stronger and then using that strength to help others – James 1:2-5:1-5; 2 Peter 1:3-9. Focus of this thought is 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 playing off of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 & Isaiah 40:28-31, but not in terms of individual strength, but coming alongside those who need our strength to help them along.

Ultimately, we are Sunday people, a resurrection people. We are reminded of the great truth that God comes in our deepest sorrows and sustains and ministers to us and upholds us.

Key Media or Drama or Special Emphasis:

1. Front end of time in the word: “Bandaid Video” by Corbett on Mom, Kids, and Bandaids playing off our focus Scripture of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (at DBR & REF).

2. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 – group reading of this passage on video (REF).

3. During the Supper at Refresh and during the Cup at Daybreak we will have phrases from Ecclesiastes 3 to remind us of the times we need to be present in each other’s lives because Jesus has been present in our lives. I will need to make an introductory slide for Daybreak to explain or else cue Dale on what we will do in the silence of the Supper.

4. Phil will use an emotional story about 11 year old boy killed on the way to church riding his bicycle and those who were the most comfort to his parents [cf. to recovery group, others]

Key Songs:

A couple of special songs at all services would be – “When the Night is Falling” and “On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand”

Daybreak & Refresh Focus:


Seasons of life – some of those are hard seasons (Eccles. 3). So many folks love to make posters of Isaiah 40:31 – eagles soaring, but I want to know why there are not any of worn out, clothes tattered, weary-faced and dirty travelers walking the road with a limp. The real heroes are the ones who have gone through the suburbs of hell and keep on walking. They are in the season where it is a time to die … uproot … kill … tear down ... weep … mourn … scatter stones … refrain from hugs … give up searching … throw away … tear … be silent … hate … make war. How do we survive such times? This is when the face of Jesus can be seen among us. We draw alongside each other and help each other keep walking. Those who have been through the hurt, draw near to those who hurt – even if it reawakens just how deep their own hurt was – to help those who hurt now find comfort. Eagles don’t need help soaring. Strong runners just need a little refreshment and encouragement to keep running. But even heroes need help to keep walking and not faint!

Sundown Focus:


“Songs and Strength in the night” – the Psalms and God’s ministry to us while we sleep. “Comfort them as only you can, Father.” This is one way God does this through His holy spirit! Phil will do this lesson.

