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February 22 – Put My Life where My Mouth Is

Groups Test Drive Continues This Week – Introduce WATS Coming Up
This is Sing Song Sunday – Big Crowds, Upbeat Newer Songs (TranSending Sunday)
Luke and Sam will lead worship at both services this Sunday.

Idea Overview: 

The focus is on practicing what we preach, walking our talk, being a people of active compassion – not just feeling for folks, but being moved to act!

KEY Scriptures: 


Matthew 23:4: is the PRIMARY focus Scripture along with Matthew 25:40
They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. (vs. 4)

One of Jesus’ hardest sermons, one of His most scathing speeches, was given to the religious leaders of His day. Matthew 23 is where Jesus peals the hide off the religious establishment and confronts them as being hypocrites, pronounces woe upon them, and calls them like whitewashed sepulchers that are pretty on the outside but full of dead bones. These two indictments are especially telling in my mind:

 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and then you make that convert twice as much a child of hell as you are. (vs. 15)

In another place, Jesus says this about them:

“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most severely.” (Luke 20:46-47)

Matthew 23; James 2:14-18 and 4:17 – to neglect to do good when we know to do, especially when we have the opportunity to do it, is sin! (cf. 1 John 3:16-18). We call it hypocrisy because folks who do this “don’t walk their talk,” “don’t practice what they preach,” and for sure “don’t put their life where their mouth is”! 

In John 4, what is the most controversial and most shocking verse of the whole story of Jesus and the woman at the well with the Samaritan villagers? It’s verse 43! “After two days He left for Galilee.” We often miss because we don’t get it. But Jesus staid with Samaritans for 2 days! He didn’t offer token ministry or token friendship or token acceptance. He did what was unthinkable for a Jew, he entered into relationship with Samaritans. In doing this, he models for us the heart of service – to enter into another’s world to show God’s love and to draw close to them to serve them in their world. This is incarnational ministry. It is what Jesus did when He left heaven. This is what real ministry is all about – and it is what Matthew 25 tells us is where we serve Jesus and are recognized as His precious sheep at judgment! This is so different from what the religious of Jesus day did with the unclean (Gentiles and Samaritans) and the common (‘am haaretz).

Jesus’ concern for the widows and the forgotten – for example the list in Matthew 25! Reclaiming the woman at the well. Mission and ministry grow out of the compassion we have learned from receiving compassion ourselves and knowing that we are blessed to be a blessing! This is where we will see Jesus and experience God in our world today.

Values to God must be reawakened in our personal ministry to others – widows, orphans and aliens must be seen as our opportunity to share the compassion of God that we have received. This is not easy and some of it is not popular and surely some it of is not politically correct. But it is the heart of Jesus

Key Connection Media:

· Potentially for both services – jump in video:
http://www.highwayvideo.com/index.php?seriesID=31&volumeID=1201&videoID=1199
· Stethoscope video show as pre-video at both services

· Bulletin insert for DBR and handout for REF done by Corbett’s team on outreach events – WATS, Jesus Parties, & Internationals as well as other info on resources

· Phil will do interviews at REF with 3 key people about putting into practice our service and mission commitments
Daybreak: 

Don Hertenberger on his daddy helping all kinds of folks during the depression as a video clip testimony? 

Children’s Story Time with Donnie:  Widow and the Cruise of Oil. 

Refresh:

Phil’s part in 3 3-4 minute pieces through the service. Erin McGlaughlin, Travis Green, and Lisa Linn or Eddie Crane short interview vignettes emphasizing practice what we preach -- using Matthew 23:3 & John 4:43 to show Jesus’ commitment to ACT and then step down and interact with three key people with a question or two.

Hertenberger video


Sundown:

Jesus and the Woman at the Well – Pray that the Lord of Harvest sends out workers into His harvest field. Combining those two episodes in Jesus’ ministry and seeing how Jesus reached across cultural barriers to bring this lady to Jesus which in term led to the whole town being evangelized. (Jack Walker do this lesson? Hinting toward the mission focus in March!)

