God's Heart – Our Mandate  John 3:16-17; 20:21-22; Philippians 2:5-8
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Story I heard as a boy. A story that forever changed my understanding about God & His love for me. Debated. Some had hurt invade … marrow!

A story about father & son: Vladimir & Laddio

Big hurt invaded their lives … rocked world, devastated 

But still had each other! Loved being together & trains

Vladimir was a Bridgemaster who operated drawbridge

When not in school, Laddio go with his dad & fish
One of those days, bridge up, engineer missed light
So train rushed down track, Laddio cried to Vladimir

Laddio knew emergency switch, rushed & fell

Left Vladimir with an awful, unthinkable decision
Would he throw the switch & save those on the train, or would he not throw the switch & save his son?

Unfair, unthinkable, beyond awful, heart hurt 

With God, we know the decision He made … for us!

John 3:16-17 cf. Is 53 – crushed, wounded …
Jesus was sent to reveal the heart of God to us 


John 1:18; 12:24-28

Jesus was sent to send us out to do the same 


John 20:21-22

