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March 15 – Grace Against the Grain (1 Peter message, esp. 1 Pt. 3:9, 15)

Groups Test Drive
Key Scriptures:

1 Peter 3:15 and early chapters of Acts, especially the theme of being witnesses. Revelation picks up this theme as well. A strong emphasis on being “aliens and exiles” that is found in 1 Peter and James fits this theme, especially the “redemptive influence” focus of 1 Peter and even Colossians 4:5, 1 Thessalonians 4:12, and 1 Timothy 3:7  (way our lives look to “outsiders”). 

Persecution and opposition should not be a surprise (1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Peter 4:12; 1 John 3:13). But we should live in a way that touches folks even during these times and we should not be surprised we face them (1 Peter 4:3-4)

For comparison, see the three categories in 1 Corinthians 14 – church (brothers/sisters), inquirers, and unbelievers.
Genesis 12 and the theme of being a blessing also fits here as well as 1 Peter 3:9
Key SoHills Emphasis:

Bobby Lawson’s upcoming trip to Nigeria

Thanks and prayers for the Spring Break mission trips

Video:

http://www.wiredchurches.com/s.nl/it.A/id.2804/.f
Daybreak & Refresh Focus:

The focus will be on our being “winsome” people in a critical and oppositional culture. How do we hold on to our values, share our faith, and have lives that are a blessing to others? What do we do in times of opposition and even persecution? 

Sundown Focus:

While none of us ever wants persecution, what does the New Testament say about it? An old saying from the early Christians centuries was: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” While persecution has hurt the church and individual believers and even whole congregations, the influence and evangelism during these times has often had more influence. This is true in many places today. How should we view persecution? What can we do to share more solidarity with those who are being persecuted?
