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“Who?”  John 20:1-17
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The pain of watching Jesus’ crucifixion had shattered Mary’s dreams–her heart only bits of gravel embedded in flesh: lifeless & cold yet painful with every breath

Why come back to this place & face this pain?

How has my faith in God paid off for me?

What have my prayers accomplished for me?

Appreciation & respect called her back.

Spices, the last acts of love for her Master

Undeniable changes in her life

Women who shared her sorrow

The tasks at hand & deep loss blinded her to Jesus

v. 2 – they have taken the Lord

v. 11 – wailing, looking in the tomb

v. 12 – missed the angels’ meaning

v. 13 – taken him, don’t know where?

But two questions reframe everything …

1. Why are you crying?

2. Who is it that you are seeking?

You are known, your tears are noticed.

You are valuable to me. You have a mission!

This incredible, simple, appearance leaves Mary with bits of glory-filled wonder.
Confusion becomes conviction.

Horror is transformed into hope.

Weeping is replaced with witness.

Many of us come to this place like Mary …

Jesus asks the same two questions

1. Why are you crying?

2. Who is it that you are seeking?

The things we seek won’t fix our ache … temporary!

[Grace of Jesus flows to the deep & empty places]

Only encounter with the Lord, His presence, words, and sacraments heal, restore, & give purpose!
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