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Bill Newland held his knife to my throat! Wanted truck!
Scared enough sweat soaked my shirt & shorts.

It all began with little boys trading toys! We traded back & forth. I got what I wanted, a cheap, red, truck.

He wanted it back. I wouldn’t do it. He got mad …

Comparative one-upmanship not new! [Cain/Abel]
Comparison. Rivalry. Approval. Importance. Murder!

We don’t admit it, but our lives are defined by it, too. 

Cuter baby. Nicer car. Better job. Best deal. Best school. Fantasy team. Better figure, church

Starts to inhibit new relationships: don’t fit scale of value. Romans 12:16
Dismiss some because dress above or below us or they have a the wrong type of sin  Matthew 7:3

Starts early, can dominate our lives. My dad can beat up your dad! Fear of the locker room – same fear parents have of workout gym. Entering a room women examining their competition & men sizing up rivals.

Part of our world/hearts left unexamined, yet communicate it through glances & body language!

So after Jesus humbled Peter, comparative rivalry reared its ugly head.   John 21:18-22

So what are we to do? Jesus’ answer is simple as it is clear: “Follow me!”  Says it twice!
Each of us have one goal, one measure of success: Have I followed Jesus?
· I’ve got to know Jesus! 
· I’ve got to let go of the results of my life & leave those to the Lord. 
I traded my friendship & nearly my life for a cheap, red, rubber, truck. What are you trading your life for?

Tammy’s Article: http://tinyurl.com/hl090802
Phil’s Article: http://tinyurl.com/hl090730
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