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Traveling Mercies: Ruth’s Long Journey
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Matthew 1:1, 5-6, 17; Ruth 1:1-6

We will take an incredibly long journey with Ruth from Moab, as a young widow, with a bitter MIL, to Jesus!

Let’s go over the basics of the story again:

Naomi & Elimelek left farm, home, family, to Moab

Not everybody, or even most bodies, left in famine


No food, no future, no hope, so Moab!

Elimelek dies & 10 years later, Mahlon & Killion die

Naomi moves frm grief, 2 devastation, 2 destitution

Go home, plot of land, family: bitterness 1:20-21

Release daughter-in-laws from responsibility 1:8-9
But Ruth won’t: Ruth 1:17-18 cf. Prov 3:3-4 in skin


Proves by working in the fields as impoverished
Story takes a turn! Ruth 2:10-12 – catches Boaz eye!


Naomi teaches Ruth @ faithfulness & love Ruth 3

Ruth makes herself available to Boaz Ruth 3:5-11

They live happily ever after Ruth 4:13-16
Penniless, hated foreigner, Book, David, Jesus!

[Sweet, but guys are going, “Oh man, chick flick.”]
Boaz is a dude’s dude. A real man & man of God!


Successful – fields, servants, harvesters


Respected – city gate (City Café & Town Hall)


Honorable – does things the right way Ruth 3:9
But here is where it gets interesting! Piece of puzzle!


Who was Boaz mom?   Matt 1  What was her title?


Isn’t that cool! Harlot 2 Mom 2 grt-grt-gmom David

Why did they make Matt’s list? Intentionally included

They’re in the story because they’re point of story!

1. Included @ table by grace! 1Pt 2:9-10 Ep 2:11-13
2. Important to remember because it’s easy to get religious & many don’t think they belong!

a. Without grace Boaz never born!
b. Font porch, Boaz to welcome home!




