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Breath of Heaven – Ezekiel 37:1-14
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Read Scripture & Pray

[Glasses Illustration – our circumstances color how we reality in church, with God, and in our own lives]

Ezekiel 37 – 30th year! Awful task. Destruction!
Life as they knew is destroyed, now preach hope!

Valley of Dry bones! Vs. 11 ( vs. 2-3
What brings hope? What changes everything?

The Spirit, the Breath of heaven – ruach of God

When life seems hopeless, we are blue and in the dumps, we need the breath of heaven!

Acts 1 – rag tag bunch of nobodies from nowhere have witnessed greatest life ever lived, faced his crucifixion, hid while in the grave, witnessed after resurrection.

He ascends & they told to wait!? WAIT? 

Ready to go: message, excitement, confidence … 

But no green light … they need SPIRIT!

Acts 4 – persecution & threats for proclaiming Jesus!

Facing hardship what do we need? The Holy Spirit!

The Breath of Heaven to empower us!

So what’s the message we MUST hear today!

1. No matter how our world looks from our point of view, no matter what glasses we’re wearing, we need the Spirit to live God’s life as His people!

2. God is Sovereign & He can do what He wants when He wants, but He often chooses to release the power of His Spirit into His when they pray!

Ephesians 3:16

What to expect

Working on a strategy to release the Holy Spirit 

1. We are calling folks to confess Christ (Ac 4:12) & be baptized, expecting to receive Holy Spirit! (Ac 2:38)
2. We are asking God to give us Holy Spirit (Lk 11:13)
3. We are praying for each other & our church for God to strengthen us with the Holy Spirit (Eph 3:16)

Q & A

Question 1:  Are we ready to go wherever the Spirit leads us in this study, including tongues and prophecy?
Answer: We are going to do our best to honor God in seeking the role of the Spirit in our life as a church family. I believe our intention is to follow God. Yet I think we know this issue has been a divisive one since the church in Corinth was planted. So it's not a question we can flippantly or quickly answer in a two minute response. One of the reasons we are collecting questions is to be able to spend adequate time addressing them this summer after we set the foundation of the primary work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. This is clearly something we want to address biblically and prayerfully and this topic will be the focus of at least one of our summer messages.

Question 2:  Can I pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work in the life of a person who is not a Christian?
Answer: Today in our Time in the Word, we will emphasize the importance of praying that our church and our family and those we love be strengthened with might by the Holy Spirit in their inner being. But since only true followers of Jesus have been given the Holy Spirit as God's indwelling presence, this is not a prayer we can ask for unbelievers. However, we have examples in the N.T. of the God or Holy Spirit opening people's heart to the message of Jesus and the Holy Spirit opening the door of opportunity in certain cities and regions (Acts 14:27; 16:7; 1 Cor 16:9; 2 Cor 2:2; Col 4:3; Rev 3:8) and to empower God's servants to speak the word of God with boldness to them (Acts 4:31; Eph 6:18-20). So while we can't pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work inside a person that is not a believer, we can surely pray the Holy Spirit be active in the circumstances of their lives, providing opportunities for them to come to Christ and for the Holy Spirit to lead the right people into their lives to help them come to know Jesus.
