Charge to shepherds:

It is a true saying that if someone wants to be an elder, he desires an honorable responsibility. As a fellow elder, this is my appeal to you: Care for the flock of God entrusted to you. Be sure that you feed and shepherd God's flock- his church, purchased with his blood- over whom the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly, but because you are eager to serve God. Don't lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your good example.  And now I entrust you to God and the word of his grace – his message that is able to build you up and give you an inheritance with all those he has set apart for himself. And when the head Shepherd comes, your reward will be a never-ending share in his glory and honor. 

(Taken from the following Scriptures: Acts 20:28-32; 1 Timothy 3:1; l Peter 5:1-4 The Message)

Do you as men of God, selected by the Holy Spirit and this church, commit to work together to honor the Lord and faithfully carry out this charge given to you by the Holy Spirit? ("We do!")
Charge to the church:

Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord's work.  Obey your spiritual leaders and do what they say. Think of all the good that has come from their lives, and trust the Lord as they do. They work hard among you and warn you against all that is wrong. Think highly of them and give them your wholehearted love because of their work.  Their work is to watch over your souls, and they know they are accountable to God.  And remember to live peaceably with each other. Give them reason to do this joyfully and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. (Taken from the following Scriptures: 1Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews 13:7,17 The Message)

Do you as a part of the Southern Hills church family commit to work together to honor the Lord and faithfully follow these shepherds that the Lord has placed before you as your Spiritual leaders? ("We do!")
