Not Alone in the Long, Dark Valley

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your road and Your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4 NKJV)
Guide, guard, and direct us, and if we have been found faithful, give us a home with Thee.

The old line from this old prayer is a summary of David’s Shepherd Psalm …

Guide – staff
Guard – rod
Direct – rest of the Psalm

Only there is no “if” – just confidence!

Why is this verse so beloved & important?

Two reminders: one centers us on reality while the other comforts us as we face it!

1. We all will walk this valley!

a. 2 Cor. 5:10 – we must all 

b. Ecc. 7:2 – take to heart
c. Ps. 90:2 – gain a heart of wisdom
A wise heart knows of this certain valley

2. We don’t walk this valley alone!

a. Rom. 8:37 – more than conquerors! 

b. John 14:1-3 – I will come back!

A faithful heart follows the Shepherd through the valley!

“He pledges to take us home. He does not delegate this task. He may send missionaries to teach you, angels to protect you, teachers to guide you, singers to inspire you, and physicians to heal you, but he sends no one to take you. He reserves this job for himself.” Max Lucado

Benediction:

Guide, guard, and direct us, and when we have been found faithful, we look forward to our home with You, O God. “So we say with confidence, the Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.” In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. (Adapted from Hebrews 13:6)
