
1 Messy Church #1: Mark 4:30-32 The Mustard Seed Conspiracy
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The parable of the mustard seed …


… power of God’s promise comes with


… problems of that promise!

What happens when the birds come home to roost?

[Pflugerville Trees]  We have the mustard seed mess!

Other parables that deal with the messiness:


Matt 13, 22, & 25; Mark 4

· The 4 soils – unfruitfulness
· Fish in net – false followers

· Wheat & tares – fake followers

· Foolish virgins – unprepared for Jesus

· Wedding Banquet – disrespect grace

· Sheep & Goats – uncompassionate
Open Acts & see both at work:

· Mustard Seed Conspiracy
Acts 2:41-47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 16:5; 19:20
· Mustard Seed Mess
Opposition & persecution – 2-4, 7-9, 12
Hypocrisy – 5
Poverty & neediness – 2, 4, 6, 11
Social prejudice – 6
Racial prejudice – 8, 10-11, 15
So how did they do it? Since Acts is honest about problems, then we should be open to the solutions!

Same Spirit who empowered numerical growth also enables spiritual depth.

1. They devoted themselves – 2:42-47
2. They prayed to be bold – 4:23-31
3. They dealt with problems – 6:1-7
4. They broke barriers – 8:1-4; 11:19 ff.
5. They believed Jesus’ promise – 1:8
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