Messy Church #2:When Opposition Means Opportunity
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[Cooper to 5A, Wylie & AHS Play Tough]

Why would they intentionally compete against such hard opponents? Because they …

1. believe in their system
2. believe in their kids’ character

3. believe in getting “tested tough”

James 1:2-8 reminds that testing produces endurance, which produces maturity!
We see this conviction in the early church: in Acts, opposition became opportunity!

· 4:23-31 Prayed for boldness
· 8:1-4 Shared Jesus wherever they went

· 9:1-22 Persecutor becomes missionary

· 12:1-25 Martyrdom becomes miracle
· 16:1-5 Timothy says yes

· 28:30-31 Openly and unhindered
Opposition creates opportunities if we …

1. We grow to maturity
[Crucial value: why am I here? Grow in character or make my life comfortable? Do something great for the Kingdom, gets stuff to keep?]
2. We depend upon God
[Manage risk – motivated by faith?]
[Kevin Harris & Mission 400]
March 21 – Daybreak


