Freedom in the Spirit – Galatians 5:1-6, 13-18
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 This powerful lioness is beautiful, nurturing, & free!
[Eastern Uganda, near Nile source, teaching stalk]
But freedom comes at a price.
[Scars on her left shoulder!]
[As we see this lioness with 6 cubs … 2 are not hers!]
So we are tempted to give up that freedom for a cage:

Spiritually, we face two huge dangers:

We give up freedom for a religious cage – we go back to keeping rules as a way of being right with God.
This is a trap for the devil to use to lure us into a religious sort of bondage.  5:1-2 msg
Now notice how Paul is emphatic about what we lose when we live this way! 5:4 msg
We also give up freedom to rebellion & sin. 5:13

Jesus taught about this cage, too. John 8:34-36
The only solution to the dilemma of the two cages – freedom in the Spirit! Galatians 5:16, 18, 22-23, 25
But how? 2 Corinthians 3:17-18
· Our focus? Jesus
· Our result? Transformation
· Our power? The Holy Spirit
Almighty God, eternal Father, King of Glory, please lead me and guide me by the Holy Spirit. I willingly yield my heart to the Spirit's influence. In Jesus' name I ask for this grace. Amen.
