Malachi: God’s Messenger!
With Malachi, we enter a world of cynicism & rebellion!

The people of God are disappointed & disbelieve because …

· Their nation was small & insignificant
· The promises of the prophets are unrealized
· Their God had not come with power & majesty to the Temple in Jerusalem

God sends his messenger (Malachi 1:1; 3:1) & the people respond with cynicism & sarcasm.

Malachi confronts them with four clear messages:

1. God loves His people: always has, always will! (1:2; 3:6)
2. God’s people have sinned repeatedly & grievously (3:7)
a. Priestly corruption & misconduct (1:6-8, 13-14; 2:7-9)
b. Ungodly Marriage (2:11-12)
c. Divorce (2:13-16)
d. Lame Offerings (3:8-10)
3. God will bring judgment – yes, even more judgment – on us because of our rebellion. (2:3-4; 3:2-5; 4:1-3)
4. But God will also bless those who honor him (4:2-3)
Malachi offers us a bridge to the message of John the Baptizer and to Jesus! (4:5-6; Mark 1:1-8)
