Light on the Dark Side of the Mountain

Skillful Hands a True Heart – 1 Samuel 16; Psalm 78:70-72
Hard to imagine a great leader that is less appreciated!

· Raised to be a leader from the time he was a child
· Came to leadership in the darkest of times

· Held firm for God as a prophet and judge
· Felt rejected when the people wanted a king

· Had to deal with the failure of the first king

· Was chosen at personal risk to anoint the new king
Samuel was God’s leader in a time of difficult transitions!

With all the failure, it was crucial that the right man for the job be selected

Notice four things about God’s choice:

1. Consecration necessary because enemies were nearby – 1 Sam. 16:5
2. God looked at his heart – 1 Sam. 16:7; Ps 78:72
3. Apparent deficits were really training – 1 Sam. 16:11; Ps 78:70-72
4. The Spirit of was strong in God’s choice – 1 Sam. 16:13
Your leaders lead in a time of difficult transitions.

Crucial we get our servant leadership in place and our church serving rather than sitting and critiquing.

As we look to Acts 6 we find parallel call to find Godly leaders:

· Appointment as a time of consecration  Acts 6
· Godly hearts – spiritual wisdom  1 Tim 3
· Practically equipped – Greek surnames  Rom 12; 1 Pet. 4
· Spiritually strong – full of the Spirit  Gal 5:22-23
Approach spiritually, asking for God’s guidance and help.

Approach specifically, looking for qualified servants.

