When the Dude’s a Dud – Judges 4
When was it worst, do you think, to follow God? 

We are going back to one of the darkest times in the history of God’s people, the period we call Judges. Judges 4:1-3; 5:30; 21:25
The people repeat a vicious cycle: Judges 2:8-10, 11-19
They quickly did evil in the sight of God.

The Lord handed them over to their enemies.

Their enemies oppressed them mightily.

They cried out to God fervently.

God raised up a “Judge” to deliver them.

The judge died & the cycle repeats, worse each time.

In this darkness, one light shines brightly, Deborah! Judges 4:5-6
· Prophet

· Wife

· Leader 

· Judge

She is often called the most righteous of the Judges. With Hannah and Ruth, they form the faithful three of this dark time!

But here’s the problem … 

It’s not enough for Ruth to be all these things; she must also be a general in the army. Judges 4:8 
Her answer is God’s story! Judges 4:9-24
What’s the point?

Our story is full of godly women who had courage and faith to do what the men would not! We must …

· value their service!

· follow their example!

· be convicted by their courage & called to live their faith!

