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We are going to a dark place … in a dark time … in the dangerous wilderness of En Gedi … in a dark cave in the Crags of the Wild Goats!

This not some Star Wars sequel, or prequel, but real world in which we live and a God-story we’ve been given to navigate our way in dark times. – 1 Samuel 24
We can find ourselves in this same dark place, this same dark time, this same dangerous wilderness, this same dark cave when … -divorce  -business

-rivals in love   -doesn’t like  -bully  -power struggle
AND … this God-story is for us for our dark times!
· We must refuse to become what we hate! 24:8-14 

-unprincipled   -mean   -vindictive   -ruthless

Will my character be determined by my circumstances or is it revealed through my circumstances?  Matthew 5:38-48 msg
We are still called to light no matter how deep the darkness … salt no matter how putrid the decay!

[Bonhoeffer & Ten Boom]

· We must determine who or what defines us! 24:14-15
Who am I trying to honor and please by my actions?  Matt 6 – Unseen, sees, remembers, rewards
Whoever or whatever determines our value, significance, character and purpose owns us!

[Indecent Proposal – know who are, det. price]

· We must trust, with patience, that the Lord will act out of his concern for us and for the good of His cause! 24:22
Who is the real enemy and from whom does real deliverance come?

Patience is the hardest won virtue, because it requires us to be what we are hoping to receive!
[The sense of urgency is greater is I age, I only hope I can mellow it with patience!]
· 
Barely escaped death multiple times

· Faked insanity to keep from getting killed by national enemies

· Far away from home and family, for a long time

· Hunted like a wild animal by the powers of the government, determined to kill you

· Living in desert hideouts and mountain crags

· Outnumbered 5 to 1 – 3000 to 600

· Your enemy is determined to crush you, destroy you, and wipeout any memory of you except what is degrading and humiliating 
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