
Go Take a Dip – 2 Kings 5
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It is a parent’s worst nightmare. 

Monday October 4, 2010, an eight-year-old girl was abducted from her front yard in Fresno, California. An amber alert was issued shortly afterwards with a description of the pickup truck driven by an unknown abductor. 

Eleven hours later, Victor Perez saw a pickup truck matching the description he had heard on an amber alert & tried to talk to the driver. When he wouldn’t stop & talk, & Victor saw him trying to hide a young girl, he forced the abductor off the road where he pushed the girl out of the truck & drove away, later to be caught by the Highway Patrol. 

Victor stayed with the girl, comforting her, until the police arrived. Later, the Police Chief of Fresno praised Victor’s efforts & the young girl was re-united with her mother. Horrible, but ended far better than expected!
Yes, it is one of a parent’s worst fears. We’ve heard of several sets of parents over the last year whom have been through this awful nightmare & then have been reunited with their children after years of not knowing what had happened to them. These parents have lived life on the dark side of the mountain. But as awful as things were, they received their children back & have found light on the dark side of their mountain. 

This morning, we find ourselves in a dark time & a dark place & an awful situation. The story hinges on another nameless abducted little girl. It is a story of grace & sweetness & faith & greatness & change. You may have heard of it, it is the story of the servant girl & Naaman, & you can find it in 2 Kings 5:1-19.

Let’s just Joe Friday the story, using “just the facts, ma’am!” Let’s look at ten facts in this powerful story of light on the dark side of several mountains!

Fact  1:
Great Man, Tough Situation – vs. 1
Fact  2:
Young Girl, Awful Circumstances – vs. 2
Fact  3:  
Young Girl, Great Faith – vs. 3
Fact  4:  
Great Man, Unusual Trust – vs. 4
Fact  5:  
Great Man, Great Respect – vs. 5-6
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Fact  6:
Fearful King, Little Faith – vs. 7
Fact  7:
Man of God, Great Faith – vs. 8
Fact  8:
Great Man, Simple Command – vs. 9-12
Fact  9:
Simple Servants, New Man – vs. 12-14
Fact 10:
Great Man, Changed Man – vs. 15-19


More than just his leprosy changed!

God’s Message for Us! 

[Not just a story, God’s story for us!]
1. “I want all people saved” 2 Pet 3:9; 1 Tim 2:4
[Jesus Style Mt 4:23; 9:35] [Harvest – range]
2. “You have a story to share!” [Sharing God Stories]
[Abducted girl can share a story, so can we!]

3. “You have a part to play!” 

[Who are the heroes? Obvious? Servants!!]

4. “I can make you new!” No matter where been, life can begin new, fresh! 2 Corinthians 5:17
[Some big, heroic?! So blessed this year.]
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