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Against All Odds! 2 Kings 12:1-2, Matthew 1
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[Video]
This is where our God-story today becomes important.

There’s a back-story to Joash becoming King! Powerful reminder that even in the most evil of times, people of courage & faith can make a forever difference in the lives of people they love and in the Kingdom of God. 
Matthew 1:1, 17 ( 8 before back to 2 Kings 11. 
2 names between Jehoram & Uzziah: Ahaziah, Joash, & Amaziah. But the key name in this list is Joash!

God promised descendant of David reign forever! 
Key promises behind Jesus’ coming & identity. Light for our dark world hinges upon God keeping this promise.

Going back to a dark time … when darkness seemed to rule all of life and pervade every vestige of power. God’s promised Messiah hangs by a fingernail: baby named Joash, last living & rightful heir to the throne of David, a couple named Jehoida and Jehosheba. 

Blood purges left rightful heir of David down to a few. 

Ahaziah dies, mother, Queen Mother, assumes throne & kills remaining heirs to David’s royal line. 11:1
Or at least she thinks she does. A heroic aunt and priest, Jehosheba and Jehoida, risk their lives to bring light into this vast darkness. 11:2-3
They hid Joash for six years and then when the time was right, they worked a plan with the priests of God, in the Temple of God, to do the work of God. 11:12-16
Then Jehoida calls people back to their covenant with God and the people are blessed with peace 11:17-21
Story of courage & faith very few remember, but without it, God’s promise would have failed and our Messiah would never come. Unspeakably evil times. 
Happens because a couple has courage to be used by God & step into the life of a child to make a difference. Most important 2 words … “But Jehosheba …” 

So when you feel discouraged, frustrated, worn out, disappointed, powerless … I hope you hear these words. “But Jehosheba …” 
And then you go back and put your name in place of Jehosheba and ask, “God, how are you going to use me to bring Jesus’ light into this dark time and place?”

This message is personal to me … it is what my kids with foster care are doing … it’s what Donna and I are determined to do … it’s what I believe our church is trying to do with Harvest missions and youth ministry and campus ministry and … it’s for sure what Matt and Nikki are trying to do with Dry Bones and with Kai. 

I want it to be personal to you, too!

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” He also said, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 
And Jehosheba and Jehoida remind us, this isn’t theory, this isn’t church language, this is the truth about faith and what we do with our children and with the lost. 
And it starts by us recognizing the darkness and saying, “But Jehosheba …” 

[Illustration from Holocaust and England]

knowing that my faithful efforts, with God’s power, change everything!
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