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Not Hot Enough? Daniel 3:1-30
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[Llano heartbreak especially hard & tragic]
They lived on the very dark side of a big mountain. So do some of our families.

Awful circumstances for three young guys who had everything going for them!

· They choose to be faithful when there appears to be no benefit!  Daniel 1
· They choose to be faithful "even if" God doesn't save them from the fire! Daniel 3:18
They were spared the fire … but they plant the seeds of faith for the times when we are not!

· Sometimes we are ... sometimes we are not: feels like our prayers are neither heard nor get answered. [L Maynard discharging shotgun.]
· Jesus’ was not spared … he had relationship, integrity, done everything right, and still didn’t get what he asked for in His prayer!  Hebrews 5:7
· So how do we stand firm: how we say “even if”?

1. Psalms give us words for our cries & emotions
2. Holy Spirit brings comfort & God's presence
3. Don't try to do it solo -- two or three gathered in my name, not an accident that there are three here. cf. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
[I love you. I hurt. I won’t abandon you.]
The final answer to question is this: What day is it? Sunday. Sunday brings us 3 previous answers, plus 1:


Death is not the final answer! Colossians 3:1-4
