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Leaping for Joy 



Ecclesiastes 3:1-4; Luke 1:34-41; Acts 3:1-10
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Prayer: God as Father/Sacrifice, Son/Experience, Spirit/Presence
Life can drone on with monotonous predictability.

When you live with disappointments, the only surprises you expect in your day are the heartbreaking kind.

Elizabeth knew this monotony of deep disappointment and heartbreaking surprise. Until surprises ended!
· The monotony of her unfulfilled dreams settled into her heart like an impenetrable fog that she knew would never lift.

The guy at the gate knew monotony, too.

· Same gate, same shriveled legs, same dirty mat, same view of people’s feet, same insults, and same smell of his own filth.

· Except for the occasional clink of a small coin, all his surprises were of the unwanted kind!

Not remember because monotony! Time to mourn, time to dance – old shriveled womb & shriveled legs DANCE!

These very different events are connected:

1. Jesus is not visibly present [Feels distant]
2. Those who love Jesus play key roles [Prepare]
3. A good surprise “happens” [Heb passive]
[God-incidences, God-sent Blessings]

4. Leaping for joy is key event [Rhythm Impaired]

Not remember because monotony! Time to mourn, time to dance – old shriveled womb & shriveled legs DANCE!
God has entered our world in Jesus, taken part in all of it, and made it all joyously sacred.

Can’t go to a place He hasn’t already been won’t go to save us!

Because we meet in His name, he joins us here in our monotony and mourning to give us grace to share.

1 Cor 1:2; 5:4 – Matt. 18:20 2 or 3 in His Name!

As we journey through the holidays, let’s never forget Jesus is present & is looking to surprise us with joy.
So What?! [Santa Creche] ( ASK – Ask to experience presence; See in simple things [Jesus]; Know is there
