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Shocked! I was shocked that they would let me go.

We had a sense of motion, but without the instruments, there was no way to know which way we were going or where we were.

We couldn’t simply fly straight because we were a part of the wind and would drift way off target if we didn’t keep our focus on the directional signal.

We live in culture. Even when we don’t notice it’s impact on us, we drift from our goal of Godliness.

To avoid drift, leadership is calling us to make shift ...

... to emphasize the things important to God 

· 
[Shift Key]
... to adjust our direction to pursue God-likeness

· 
[Shift positions]
... to step up our passion to honor God

· 
[Shift gears]
We can easily dismiss this as a theme or a slogan or a church program, but the prayer of Southern Hills leadership is that this focus, the Core 7 that you see on the wall, becomes part of our DNA! Our stated goal:

· Our desire is to allow God to work in us to shift our attitudes, our actions and our lives as we “put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:22-24)
Here’s why it’s so important:

1. We lose our orientation in the confusion of culture with disastrous effect.

· [John F. Kennedy Jr. 1999 plane crash which resulted in the death of his wife Carolyn, his sister-in-law Lauren, and himself - “spatial disorientation”]

· Our world tells us to look inside ourselves for right and wrong, but just as Kennedy was not qualified to fly at night and faced the consequences of not being able to tell up from down, we must realize there spiritual reality comes from God: to ignore this leads to disaster, short-term & long term.

2. We can lose our focus in the drift of culture and become less like Jesus and more like the world around us.

· Not because we want to, but because we are a part of culture

· We must Shift our lives to reflect God’s character and compassion

3. What we do matters to more than just ourselves. 

· [Star Wars] 

· Set in a context, a real life story, and what we do matters to more than just ourselves individually: it impacts those around us and those who follow us, for good or bad with immediate and eternal consequence!

· The call to follow Jesus is a call to be courageous, to live for the Kingdom of God that leaves behind a story of courage, character, and grace!

· [“I wonder what sort of tale we’ve fallen into?” Clip from Lord of the Rings]

Dan Garrett concludes with a call to commit to ... 

{Use the cards in the pews - Stephen Corbett give more details}

1. Prayerfully focus on two of the Core 7 items to honor God

2. Share that commitment at Shift Central 

3. Utilize the resources available online and at Shift Central

4. Encourage your brothers and sisters as we pursue the call of God
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