The Journey Home: The Heart of Our Father!
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One of my biggest shocks in coming back to Abilene for Christmas 18 months after dad’s death. [Dad’s Recliner]
Doesn’t matter if you have had a good dad, bad dad, absent dad, passed away dad, dad you’ve never known … you long for your dad to be with you and be a real father to you!

To speak to this ache, this deep longing, Jesus tells us his famous story about a man who had two sons … (Luke 24:11-32)
And what did Jesus call this man? What is his name? Father! 
Jesus radically redefines our relationship with God by teaching us to call God Abba Father!
And in Jesus’ story, this parable, what do we learn about our Abba Father?

· He loves us uniquely -- not on the basis of what is fair, but on the basis of what redeems us and makes us our best. [Those with multiple children know the humility that comes from never exactly figuring each of your kids out!] he patiently and expectantly waits for one and goes out to find the other!
· He shares with us generously -- wanting us to both enjoy and share the blessings of his grace. [there are some lessons that are more important to be learned than the price to learn them] Divided his inheritance, threw an extravagant party, everything I have is yours
· He misses us desperately when our hearts are not in touch with his heart -- he is willing to pay the price to bring us home and have us in his family. [how many have paid for the kids to come see them when their kids didn’t have enough money for a visit or pay for the phone call or phone service or in the old days, took collect phone calls from their kids? Borrow money from us to give us gift!] expectantly looking after being humiliated and going out even though it was a loss of honor
· He welcomes us enthusiastically when we come to him -- he is not looking to reject us, but to celebrate with us. [Stiff formality of some cultures, even our family cultures, but not with God -- if he gave his son for us, what would he not do to make us feel welcome? Which leads to ...] running when undignified, leaving party
· He receives us back completely -- there are no second class children in our Abba Father's family! [“Can they teach class, though?” “Well there are some requirements for folks who are leaders, but as far as I know, there are no second class children so how can we treat them that way?”] 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Colossians 1:21-22; John 21 with Peter
We call this the parable of the prodigal son, but Jesus doesn't. 

It is a story about two lost sons and the prodigal Father -- a story real to our world and to our experience and to our longings for home and a father!
We don't know what prodigal means. Know how I know?

Prodigal is currently in the top 10% of lookups on Merriam-Webster.com
Definition of PRODIGAL

1 : characterized by profuse or wasteful expenditure : lavish
2 : recklessly spendthrift 
[How deep the Father’s love for us!]
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muy preciosa! prince and princess of God!
You have a Father who is crazy about you and wants you to know how precious you are. You are his princess or his prince. You are muy preciosa or muy precioso! 

Your Father wants to throw a party for you, in your honor, if you will turn your heart to him. 
· He has all of heaven standing on tip toe to see if you will come. 

· He longs to run to meet you and welcome you home!

· He has already paid the price in humiliation and rejection to bring you home, so why not come home?

[Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling -- invitation song!]

