Walking the Way of God: Treasuring       Matthew 6
Begin with the Lord’s Prayer

[Friday Night Lights to Taylor Potts -- how could he handle with dignity?]

Even more is at stake in our everyday lives, but we forget, we fall asleep, we are vulnerable, we forget, and we destroy ourselves and others in the process!

We have to ask this hard life-altering question:


For whom and for what am I living? In cornbread English, what do I treasure?

The applause of others? vs. 1 

[Money Sex Power = Fame (rep, street cred) doorway: Lady Gaga]


giving, praying, fasting -- good, religious things that can be corrupted!
My own sense of security? vs. 19-23 [Biggest concern now jittery economy]


worry about money, storing up for ourselves, providing our basic needs

The applause of my Father ... vs. 1, 4, 6,9-10, 18    12 times!
...His Kingdom, reflecting His righteous character and gracious compassion?

Jesus reminds us, warns us, shocks us …

This is not easy! vs. 1, 13, 15; cf. 26:39! 
While shining our light for God, we can want the light to shine on us!

While sharing with others, we can worry we won’t have enough for ourselves!

This is not optional! vs. 10, 24, 33

There is a fork in the road and we can’t go both ways!

So how do we stay on task?

Focus on what is great, not on what we fear! 

We fear being unimportant, unloved, and unappreciated

We fear being unable to provide for ourselves

1. The Great Compass - notice we are not invited, but commanded to pray like Jesus!

Where is the “I, me, mine?” In this together. No unattached Jesus followers! [Paul was a strong as they come & he went under alone!]
a. It’s not about me, but you!

b. It’s not my needs, but our need to rely on you!

2. The Great Command
3. The Great Commission
How many voices do you hear each day telling you to live the opposite to what Jesus calls you to live? So how do you push back those voices and hear the one who gives you lasting truth and your life eternal meaning?

Not church talk. Not blah blah blah of a preacher. This is the urgent voice of Jesus!

Treasure the Father’s applause, because: vs. 21 -- For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
Prayer

